
Calendar of Events

Citizens' Environmental Coalition
PO BOX 702

Houston, TX 77001
713-524-4232

info@cechouston.org

July 22, 2026 Wellness Walks with Urban Paths
Buffalo Bayou Park
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Free to attend
Registration
appreciated: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/194923/?full-items
=yes&flow=314840
Join a Wellness Walk led by Laura Conely, founder of Urban Paths. All are invited to
walk the trails and pathways of Buffalo Bayou Park while discussing topics including
mental and physical health as well as the benefits of being exposed to nature.
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July 22, 2026 HNPAT Meeting
American Red Cross Bldg.
2700 Southwest Fwy, Houston
Houston, TX 77098
06:30 PM - 08:00 PM CST
Registration needed to attend in person and virtually.

 

The Houston Chapter of the Native Prairie Association of Texas (HNPAT) invites you to
join their monthly meeting

Meeting Presentation: 

Daphne Prairie: NPAT’s Largest and Rarest Prairie in NE Texas and Efforts by NPAT to
Conserve and Restore Prairies in this Area of Texas
by Pat Merkord
If you have never seen North East Texas  Prairies you will be amazed by the beauty
and variety of the native and restored prairies that are a part of NPAT owned and
preserved prairies of this region. Presenter Pat Merkord has been surveying and
photographing these prairies for years while working to preserve them. In this
presentation, see the many unusual and beautiful plant species, explore the abundant
birds and other animals that are found on these prairies and learn about current and
past efforts to conserve these rare Silveus Dropseed/Longspike Tridens prairies that
occur nowhere else on earth except NETexas!

Pat Merkord is a lifetime member of the Native Prairies Association of Texas (NPAT), a
past Executive Director (6 yrs),  President of the NPAT Board for 6 years and current
Secretary of the Board. Currently she serves as Activity director for the newly formed
NE Chapter and supports the Houston Chapter closer to her home in Conroe, Texas.
Pat and her husband Glenn Merkord were very active in the effort to save Deer Park
Prairie and early efforts to maintain it. They are both biologists and work on Wildlife
Management and Prairie Restoration through their business, Bluestem Environmental
Consultants. They are avid birders and native plant enthusiasts and spend a lot of time
at their ranch in West Texas.  Pat has a Masters degree in Biology as does Glenn
where they met at Texas A&M Kingsville and Texas State University. 

We ask that you register for this meeting and for meetings going forward, particularly if
you are coming in person. This will help us greatly to keep track of attendance.

REGISTER HERE!

If you want to attend online, the Zoom registration link will immediately be sent to you
when you register with the above link.

If you are coming in person, you can arrive as early as 6:30 PM to socialize and
connect. There will be refreshments. And you are welcome to bring something.

You are welcome to wear a mask if that makes sense for you.

Please note that the Zoom session will be up after 6:30 PM for you to join whenever you
want to and socialize with others. The meeting itself will not start until 7:00 PM.
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July 23, 2026 EcoCenter Weekly Nursery Workdays
EcoCenter Sponsored by Reliant
7705 W Bay Rd
Baytown, TX 77523
08:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Starla Lawhon-Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Grow native plants. Restore the prairie.

At the GBF EcoCenter Greenhouse, staff and volunteers cultivate native plants to
restore and manage coastal tallgrass prairie across the Galveston Bay region.

Every Thursday and Saturday from 8:00–11:00 AM, volunteers work in the nursery to
support one of the most endangered ecosystems in North America. This work helps
create habitat for wildlife and strengthens natural flood protection.

NOTE: Saturday shifts are currently postponed until further notice. We hope to resume
shifts as soon possible and will be sure to send out an email when they resume.

As a Nursery Volunteer, you will:

	Weed and pot plants
	Mix soil and rotate plants
	Clean and sort seeds
	Assist with seasonal nursery maintenance

No experience is necessary; we will show you what to do!

Sign-up on our volunteer
portal: https://volunteer.galvbay.org/need/detail/?need_id=1103759

Your time in the nursery helps grow native plants that restore habitat, support wildlife,
and protect communities around Galveston Bay.
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July 24, 2026 Summer Species - Bat Chats
Waugh Drive Bat Bridge
07:30 PM - 08:30 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership at Waugh Drive Bridge for a Bat Chat with the Houston
Area Bat Team and see the bat colony up close!
 
Did you know? These population of Mexican Free-tailed Bats at the Waugh Bridge can
reach a peak of approximately 300,000 in the summer months! Around sunset, the
colony leaves the crevices beneath the bridge and create a whirlwind-like formation as
they emerge. Join the Houston Area Bat Team to learn and discover as they share fun,
educational facts and insights about these miniature, flying mammals!
Invite your family and friends, bring a picnic blanket, wear your bug spray, and admire
this unique phenomena.
 
Bat Chats are held every Friday evening from May to August as part of our Summer
Species series, starting 30 minutes before sunset

Free to attend
More info: https://buffalobayou.org/summer-species-bats/
 

July 24, 2026 FWC26 Monument Inn Cleanup
4406 Independence Pkwy
La Porte, TX 
08:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
As part of the FWC26 Houston Sustainability Committee initiative, SPLASh is removing
litter and collecting important data to understand how large-scale events impact our
waterways, shorelines, and Gulf ecosystems. Help us make a difference while
contributing to community science along the Upper Texas Gulf Coast!

Register Here!
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July 25, 2026 Witness Series Part 3
Houston Botanic Garden
1 Botanic Lane
Houston, TX 77071
04:00 PM - 07:00 PM CST
Kristi Rangel, 
kris.rangel.kr@gmail.com
The Witness Series is Artist Lead, Nature Centered and Community Driven. It is led by
Kristi Rangel, Houston-based multi-disciplinary artist and education advocate. This year,
the Witness Series is excited to celebrate its fifth year of being community together. This
year’s Witness Series will explore the many profound experiences that Communities of
Color have in the Land of Southeast Texas and along our waterways. The Witness
Series is co-curated in partnership with artists from the Native American, African
American, Latinx, Pacific Islander and Asian communities. Every Witness experience is
designed to bring communities together through the power of nature and provide
historically underserved communities with greater access to nature-based
opportunities.  Attendees become co-authors, editors and observers as they take part in
these participatory public art experiences centered around green spaces and
environmental equity.

The 5th year of the Witness Series will be explored through the artistry and lens of Tomii
Culmer. We will Bear Witness to the power of community building and artmarking in
green spaces through her photos.

Kristi Rangel created the Witness Series, in 2021 in collaboration with Jaime González,
a Houston-based conservationist because of their shared belief that environmental
justice is a basic human right.

July 25, 2026 Fourth Saturday Phenology Walk @ Houston Arboretum
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
09:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Discover the hidden seasonal rhythms of nature firsthand on our guided Phenology
Walks, where we track the life cycles of different plants across ecosystems, from the
first spring bud burst to winter dormancy. You’ll learn how shifting weather patterns and
climate change influence the timing of these important events in our local ecosystems
and how you can become a community scientist, contributing vital data from your own
backyard to a global research initiative.

These relaxing morning walks are led by scientists from Rice University and staff from
the Arboretum. We welcome nature enthusiasts of all ages, however kids 12 years and
younger must be accompanied by a guardian.

Learn more about the study of phenology and ways you can contribute
at https://www.usanpn.org/nn

 

Free, donations appreciated
All ages, minors must be accompanied by an adult

Meet in front of the Nature Center building
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July 25, 2026 Houston Master Composter (HMC) - Certification Course
North Channel Branch Library
15741 Wallisville Rd
Houston, TX 77049
09:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST

	FREE for a limited time! 
	This is a two part class. 
	Part 1: July 18th (9 am - 1 pm)
	Part 2: July 25th (9am - 1pm)
	North Channel Branch Library: 15741 Wallisville Rd, Houston, TX 77049
	Register online: https://www.houstonschoolofcompost.com/

July 25, 2026 Purple Martin Watch Parties
Not yet determined 
07:00 PM - 09:00 PM CST
Channing Mena, 713-932-1639 ext 102
cmena@houstonaudubon.org
Graceful in flight, the Purple Martin, the largest of North America’s swallows, is one of
Houston’s most popular birds. In late summer, after leaving the nesting colony with
fledglings in tow, Purple Martins gather daily in large flocks to feed, socialize, and roost
before migrating.  

The Houston metro area is lucky to have Purple Martin roosts, with some areas
witnessing up to 500,000 birds. From July to September, Houston's Purple Martins
spend most of the day feeding on flying insects to build energy for their long journey
across the Gulf of Mexico. At dusk, large flocks cover the sky in a dark cloud as they fly
into the trees to roost, this spectacle lasting about 45 minutes.  

 

July 25, 2026 Neighbors for Nature: Stewart Beach Cleanup
201 Seawall Blvd, Galveston
Galveston, TX 77550
09:00 AM - 11:30 AM CST
Join Houston Zoo and SPLASh for a Neighbors for Nature Cleanup! These fun,
hands-on events bring our community together to remove litter from beaches, bays, and
bayous while protecting the wildlife that depend on them. No experience needed—just a
willingness to help make a difference for nature right here at home.

Register Here!
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July 26, 2026 Building Resilient, Sustainable Health Systems
06:00 PM - 07:00 PM CST
At Houston Methodist, our Office of Sustainability is working to advance environmental
stewardship as
an extension of healing — caring not only for patients, but also for the communities and
environments
that influence human health. Join Jason Fischer, Director of the Office of Sustainability,
Houston
Methodist, as he explores how healthcare sustainability intersects with faith, service,
and responsibility
to future generations through initiatives focused on energy and resource conservation,
waste reduction,
sustainable purchasing, clinical sustainability, and environmental health. The session
will also highlight
how collaboration across healthcare, research, and community partnerships can help
create healthier,
more resilient communities while supporting the broader mission of caring for creation
and one
another. Time for interactive discussion with the speaker will be provided. Please
register for this talk on
www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1990568243200. This virtual event
will use the
WebEx platform. Registrants will receive a separate e-mail with WebEx connection
details. All
registrants will get a link to the recording of this talk. Contact Lisa Brenskelle at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com with
any questions.

Page 7/44



July 26, 2026
  - July 31, 2026

Data Center Week of Action
Times vary based on the day and activity. Check individual events for times.
This week of action will be full of opportunities for Texans from every part of the state
and all backgrounds to make our voices heard about the ways that the rapid expansion
of data centers is harming communities and the environment. There will be a
combination of in-person actions to take -- at the Capitol or wherever you live -- and
things to do from the comfort of your home. RSVP to the week of action and we'll send
you details about each activity. You can participate in some or all, as you are able.

SCHEDULE:
Sunday July 26, 2026
WEBINAR: 6-7 PM?Policy Briefing: Tax and Budget Impacts of Data Centers?Skills
Training: How to Testify and Lobby at the Legislature

Monday, July 27
ACTION:
9 AM Press conference at the Capitol
10:30 AM Testify at the Senate Finance Committee hearing and/or email committee
members asking them to eliminate all state and local tax incentives for data centers.

Tuesday, July 28
 

ACTION: Call on Texas State Representatives and Texas State Senators to ask them to
urge Governor Abbott to call a special session on data centers.

WEBINAR: 6 - 7 PM

Policy Briefing: Water, Land and Noise Impacts from Data Centers
Skills Training: Using Social Media for Your Data Center Campaign

Wednesday, July 29

ACTION: 9 AM Testify at the Senate Business and Commerce Committee hearing at
the Texas Capitol and/or email committee members about the impact of data centers on
electric demand and electric transmission.

WEBINAR: 6-7 PM
Policy Briefing: Electric Grid Impacts and Air Pollution from Data Centers
Skills Training: How to write a Letter to the Editor

Thursday, July 30
ACTION: Post a video on social media to encourage your county and/or city leaders to
ask that they pass a resolution requesting a state action on data centers.

WEBINAR: 6-7 PM
Skills Training: How to Challenge a TCEQ Permit

Friday, July 31
ACTION: Community picnic, rally or other gathering to discuss data center impacts and
policy asks with your state representative and/or state senator.

SPONSORED BY:
ALLIANCE FOR A CLEAN TEXAS

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS:
PUBLIC CITIZEN'S TEXAS OFFICE Page 8/44
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July 26, 2026
  - July 31, 2026

Data Center Week of Action
06:00 PM - 07:00 PM CST
This week of action will be full of opportunities for Texans from every part of the state
and all backgrounds to make our voices heard about the ways that the rapid expansion
of data centers is harming communities and the environment. There will be a
combination of in-person actions to take - at the Capitol or wherever you live - and
things to do from the comfort of your home. RSVP to the week of action and we'll send
you details about each activity. You can participate in some or all, as you are able.

SCHEDULE:

Sunday, July 26

WEBINAR: 6-7 PM
Policy Briefing: Tax and Budget Impacts of Data Centers
Skills Training: How to Testify and Lobby at the Legislature
REGISTER

Monday, July 27

ACTION:
9 AM Press Pause Rally at the Capitol
10:30 AM Testify at the Senate Finance Committee hearing and/or email committee
members asking them to eliminate all state and local tax incentives for data centers.
RSVP for free lunch

Tuesday, July 28

ACTION: Call on Texas State Representatives and Texas State Senators to ask them to
urge Governor Abbott to call a special session on data centers.

WEBINAR: 6 - 7 PM
Policy Briefing: Water, Land and Noise Impacts from Data Centers
Skills Training: Using Social Media for Your Data Center Campaign
REGISTER

Wednesday, July 29

ACTION: 9 AM Testify at the Senate Business and Commerce Committee hearing at
the Texas Capitol and/or email committee members about the impact of data centers on
electric demand and electric transmission.
RSVP for free lunch

WEBINAR: 6-7 PM
Policy Briefing: Electric Grid Impacts and Air Pollution from Data Centers
Skills Training: How to write a Letter to the Editor
REGISTER

Thursday, July 30

ACTION: Post a video on social media to encourage your county and/or city leaders to
ask that they pass a resolution requesting a state action on data centers.

WEBINAR: 6-7 PM
Skills Training: How to Find, Track and Challenge a TCEQ Permit
REGISTER

Friday, July 31
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ACTION: Community picnic, rally or other gathering to discuss data center impacts and
policy asks with your state representative and/or state senator.

July 27, 2026 Cool Congregations Cohort
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
4 th Monday/month, 7 p.m. central, online
Starts January 26, 2026
Faith communities of all faith/spiritual traditions are invited to join the Cool
Congregations Cohort in
2026. The cohort will meet monthly online throughout the year, and the facilitator will
work with you to
accomplish two goals during the course of the year: (1) develop a plan to reduce your
faith community’s
carbon footprint by 50% by 2030 (in line with goals sent by climate scientists) and (2)
incorporate care
for the earth into all aspects of your faith community’s life. The cohort facilitator, who
has decades of
experience in “greening” of faith communities, will give individualized attention to the 10
faith
communities that participate, helping them to discover ways to both reduce their carbon
footprint and
renew their faith community’s commitment to care for the earth. Participating faith
communities will
also learn from each other’s experiences and support each other throughout the
program. This program
is organized by the Interfaith Environmental Network of Houston, a Houston affiliate of
the Texas
chapter of Interfaith Power &amp; Light, but is open to any faith community that would
like to participate,
and is not restricted to Houston- nor Texas-based faith communities. Please register
your faith
community at www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1975020502489
(only one sign-
up per faith community, please). Contact the facilitator, Lisa Brenskelle, at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com, with any
questions.
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July 27, 2026 Harris County Flood Resilience Open House
05:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Let’s Create a More Flood Resilient Harris County!

Join Us at Our Open Houses

We’ve Made Real Progress—Now Help Shape What Comes Next

Over the past year, community input has revealed the reality of flooding challenges in
Harris County neighborhoods. These Open House events will guide our resilience
actions through a friendly, drop-in public meeting format. You will have the chance to:

	Explore proposed flood resilience strategies
	Help set community priorities

Register today to join us in July. All Flood Resilience Plan Public Open House events
will feature the same materials and information.

Tuesday, July 14

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Mangum-Howell Community Center
2500 Frick Rd.
Houston, TX 77038

Monday, July 20

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Bayland Community Center
6400 Bissonnet St.
Houston, TX 77074

Monday, July 27

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Barrett Station Community Center
808 1/2 Magnolia Ave.
Crosby, TX 77532

Wednesday, July 29

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Tom Bass Community Center
15108 Cullen Blvd.
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Houston, TX 77047

Pre-Open House Materials

Open House Overview

	English
	Chinese
	Spanish
	Vietnamese

FAQs

	English
	Chinese
	Spanish
	Vietnamese

July 29, 2026 Wellness Walks with Urban Paths
Buffalo Bayou Park
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Free to attend
Registration
appreciated: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/194923/?full-items
=yes&flow=314840
Join a Wellness Walk led by Laura Conely, founder of Urban Paths. All are invited to
walk the trails and pathways of Buffalo Bayou Park while discussing topics including
mental and physical health as well as the benefits of being exposed to nature.
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July 29, 2026 Aquatic Nursery Work Days
Galveston Bay Foundation 
1725 Highway 146
Kemah, TX 77565
08:00 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Starla Lawhon -Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Get dirty helping grow the Bay!

The Gessner Center is Galveston Bay Foundation’s new visitor hub in Kemah, TX. It will
be home to our aquatic nursery program—where we grow and prepare wetland plants
that are critical to restoring habitat, improving water quality, and supporting the
long-term health of Galveston Bay.

As an Aquatic Nursery Volunteer, you will assist GBF staff with hands-on plant care.

Depending on the needs of the nursery, may help with watering, weeding, trimming,
shifting plants, repotting wetland plants, and removing algae buildup from nursery
ponds.

Some workdays may also include planting in our wetland pools and will be
communicated in advance.

If you would like to help rotate or retrieve plants from the aquatic pools, you are
encouraged to bring tall rubber boots.

Expect to get dirty and muddy!

Signup on our volunteer
portal: https://volunteer.galvbay.org/need/detail/?need_id=1194479

By caring for nursery plants that will be used in restoration, you directly support healthier
wetlands and a healthier Galveston Bay.

No experience is necessary. Staff will show you everythingyou need to know. Be
prepared to walk across uneven terrain. Restrooms will be available onsite.

July 29, 2026 Art + Climate CONVERSATIONS: Emily Johnson
DiverseWorks @ MATCH - Matchbox 2
3400 Main street
Houston, TX 77002
06:30 PM - 08:00 PM CST
Eva Martinez, 7132238346
eva@diverseworks.org

Renowned body-based artist Emily Johnson is the inaugural speaker for DiverseWorks’
Art + Climate CONVERSATIONS. Of the Yu’pik Nation and based in Lenapehokin, this
Bessie, Guggenheim, and Doris Duke Artist Award winner will discuss her work as an
artist, land and water protector, and organizer for justice, sovereignty, and well-being.
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July 29, 2026 CEC Monthly Meeting: Policy Solutions for a Circular Texas
Headquarters
3302 Canal St
Houston, TX 77003
05:30 PM - 07:00 PM CST
CEC, 713-524-4232
info@cechouston.org

Join Citizens' Environmental Coalition for an engaging panel discussion exploring policy
tools that may increase recycling, reduce plastic pollution and promote a more circular
economy in Texas. The expert panel will introduce container deposit systems, waste
fees and extended producer responsibility (EPR) laws, what we can learn from other
states and jurisdictions that have implemented these programs and what may be the
best tools for Houston and Texas. 

This event is generously sponsored by the Consulate General of the Federal Republic
of Germany. Venue generously provided by Adaapta.

Houston faces real challenges when it comes to recycling and plastic pollution
threatening our health, nature, wallets and quality of life.

	The city’s recycling rate is estimated at only about 18%, below both the statewide
(23%)  and national recycling rates (32%), while contamination in Houston’s recycling
stream is over 40% compared to the national average of 25%.
	Galveston Bay holds one of the highest concentrations of microplastics in the United
States, with researchers estimating 20.4 trillion of pieces of plastic debris in its surface
waters. 
	Houston’s McCarty landfill could reach capacity in just nine years. Building a new
landfill would take approximately 15 years and would likely be located farther from the
city — increasing costs, truck traffic, and pollution.

These local realities underscore the need to look beyond changing individual behavior
and explore policy tools that can improve material use and recovery, minimize
single-use plastics and packaging, and encourage circular design by holding consumer
packaged goods companies and their supply chain accountable.

Panelists:
Beth Martin, Environment Texas
Adrian Hernandez, State of Texas Recycling Alliance 

Moderator: 
Steve Stelzer, Citizens’ Environmental Coalition

Our monthly meetings are FREE for CEC members and guests to attend. Registration is
encouraged to help us plan for seating and refreshments.

Refreshments will be provided. Please help us be a green event by bringing your
reusable water bottle. 
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July 29, 2026 Harris County Flood Resilience Open House
05:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Let’s Create a More Flood Resilient Harris County!

Join Us at Our Open Houses

We’ve Made Real Progress—Now Help Shape What Comes Next

Over the past year, community input has revealed the reality of flooding challenges in
Harris County neighborhoods. These Open House events will guide our resilience
actions through a friendly, drop-in public meeting format. You will have the chance to:

	Explore proposed flood resilience strategies
	Help set community priorities

Register today to join us in July. All Flood Resilience Plan Public Open House events
will feature the same materials and information.

Tuesday, July 14

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Mangum-Howell Community Center
2500 Frick Rd.
Houston, TX 77038

Monday, July 20

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Bayland Community Center
6400 Bissonnet St.
Houston, TX 77074

Monday, July 27

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Barrett Station Community Center
808 1/2 Magnolia Ave.
Crosby, TX 77532

Wednesday, July 29

5:30–7:30 PM

Register Here

Tom Bass Community Center
15108 Cullen Blvd.
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Houston, TX 77047

Pre-Open House Materials

Open House Overview

	English
	Chinese
	Spanish
	Vietnamese

FAQs

	English
	Chinese
	Spanish
	Vietnamese
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July 30, 2026 EcoCenter Weekly Nursery Workdays
EcoCenter Sponsored by Reliant
7705 W Bay Rd
Baytown, TX 77523
08:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Starla Lawhon-Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Grow native plants. Restore the prairie.

At the GBF EcoCenter Greenhouse, staff and volunteers cultivate native plants to
restore and manage coastal tallgrass prairie across the Galveston Bay region.

Every Thursday and Saturday from 8:00–11:00 AM, volunteers work in the nursery to
support one of the most endangered ecosystems in North America. This work helps
create habitat for wildlife and strengthens natural flood protection.

NOTE: Saturday shifts are currently postponed until further notice. We hope to resume
shifts as soon possible and will be sure to send out an email when they resume.

As a Nursery Volunteer, you will:

	Weed and pot plants
	Mix soil and rotate plants
	Clean and sort seeds
	Assist with seasonal nursery maintenance

No experience is necessary; we will show you what to do!

Sign-up on our volunteer
portal: https://volunteer.galvbay.org/need/detail/?need_id=1103759

Your time in the nursery helps grow native plants that restore habitat, support wildlife,
and protect communities around Galveston Bay.
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July 30, 2026 Adult Education: Elderberry Cooking Class
1911 W 34th St
Houston, TX 77018
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Trees For Houston is excited to announce we are partnering with Chef Alyssa Dole for a
fruit tree cooking class series! This month we are highlighting elderberries!! Join us in
person to learn about elderberries, participants will also leave with an elderberry plant of
their own. Class description below. 

Elderberry & Elderflower: Nature’s Medicine Cabinet

Join us for a hands-on culinary and herbal workshop exploring the remarkable
elderberry tree and its flavorful, wellness-supporting gifts. In this class, you'll learn about
the traditional uses of elderberries and elderflowers, their culinary applications, and how
to safely incorporate them into everyday recipes.

Together, we'll create a variety of medicinal and delicious treats using both elderberries
and elderflowers, such as syrups, teas, infused treats, and seasonal specialties. You'll
discover harvesting tips, preparation techniques, and the unique flavors that make elder
such a beloved plant in both kitchen and apothecary traditions.

Whether you're interested in natural wellness, foraging, herbalism, or simply trying
something new, this class offers a fun and engaging way to connect with one of nature’s
most versatile plants.

What You'll Learn:
 

	The history and traditional uses of elderberries and elderflowers
	Safe harvesting and preparation practices
	Culinary and herbal applications for elder
	How to make delicious, wellness-inspired recipes at home
	Tips for growing and identifying elder plants

Come ready to taste, learn, and leave with new skills, recipes, and a deeper
appreciation for the elder tree!

 

 

Important: This is a free class, and the amount of ingredients and materials we prepare
is based on the number of registered participants. Please only sign up if you plan to
attend. If your plans change, we kindly ask that you cancel your registration as soon as
possible so someone else can take your spot. This helps us avoid unnecessary waste
and make the best use of our resources.

Register
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July 31, 2026 Summer Species - Bat Chats
Waugh Drive Bat Bridge
07:30 PM - 08:30 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership at Waugh Drive Bridge for a Bat Chat with the Houston
Area Bat Team and see the bat colony up close!
 
Did you know? These population of Mexican Free-tailed Bats at the Waugh Bridge can
reach a peak of approximately 300,000 in the summer months! Around sunset, the
colony leaves the crevices beneath the bridge and create a whirlwind-like formation as
they emerge. Join the Houston Area Bat Team to learn and discover as they share fun,
educational facts and insights about these miniature, flying mammals!
Invite your family and friends, bring a picnic blanket, wear your bug spray, and admire
this unique phenomena.
 
Bat Chats are held every Friday evening from May to August as part of our Summer
Species series, starting 30 minutes before sunset

Free to attend
More info: https://buffalobayou.org/summer-species-bats/
 

August 1, 2026 Purple Martin Watch Parties
Not yet determined 
07:00 PM - 09:00 PM CST
Channing Mena, 713-932-1639 ext 102
cmena@houstonaudubon.org
Graceful in flight, the Purple Martin, the largest of North America’s swallows, is one of
Houston’s most popular birds. In late summer, after leaving the nesting colony with
fledglings in tow, Purple Martins gather daily in large flocks to feed, socialize, and roost
before migrating.  

The Houston metro area is lucky to have Purple Martin roosts, with some areas
witnessing up to 500,000 birds. From July to September, Houston's Purple Martins
spend most of the day feeding on flying insects to build energy for their long journey
across the Gulf of Mexico. At dusk, large flocks cover the sky in a dark cloud as they fly
into the trees to roost, this spectacle lasting about 45 minutes.  
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August 4, 2026 Environmental Book Club
Black Hole Coffee House
4504 Graustark Street
Houston, TX 
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
CEC, 713-524-4232
info@cechouston.org

This month, we will be discussing Carbon: The Book of Life by Paul Hawken, which
explores carbon, an element that is responsible for all life on our planet, but also,
drives climate change.

Join the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) Environmental Book Club for an
engaging evening of conversation, learning, and community connection.

Our bi-monthly book club brings together environmentally minded Houstonians to
discuss books exploring sustainability, climate change, environmental justice, public
health, conservation, and the relationship between people and the planet. Whether you
work in the environmental field or are simply curious and passionate about these topics,
all are welcome.

This is a community-oriented discussion designed to encourage thoughtful dialogue,
new perspectives, and meaningful connections across Houston’s environmental
community.

Free to join. Participants are encouraged to support the hosting venue by purchasing a
drink or snack.

Interested in joining our next meeting?

Simply send us an email at info@cechouston.org to sign up. You’ll receive updates
about meeting locations, discussions, and upcoming books. We look forward to having
you!
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August 5, 2026 Wellness Walks with Urban Paths
Buffalo Bayou Park
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Free to attend
Registration
appreciated: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/194923/?full-items
=yes&flow=314840
Join a Wellness Walk led by Laura Conely, founder of Urban Paths. All are invited to
walk the trails and pathways of Buffalo Bayou Park while discussing topics including
mental and physical health as well as the benefits of being exposed to nature.
 
 

August 7, 2026 Summer Species - Bat Chats
Waugh Drive Bat Bridge
07:30 PM - 08:30 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership at Waugh Drive Bridge for a Bat Chat with the Houston
Area Bat Team and see the bat colony up close!
 
Did you know? These population of Mexican Free-tailed Bats at the Waugh Bridge can
reach a peak of approximately 300,000 in the summer months! Around sunset, the
colony leaves the crevices beneath the bridge and create a whirlwind-like formation as
they emerge. Join the Houston Area Bat Team to learn and discover as they share fun,
educational facts and insights about these miniature, flying mammals!
Invite your family and friends, bring a picnic blanket, wear your bug spray, and admire
this unique phenomena.
 
Bat Chats are held every Friday evening from May to August as part of our Summer
Species series, starting 30 minutes before sunset

Free to attend
More info: https://buffalobayou.org/summer-species-bats/
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August 8, 2026 Back-to-School Energy Savings Bash
Harris County Department of Education Administration Building - 5th Floor
6300 Irvington Blvd.
Houston, TX 77022
10:00 AM - 02:00 PM CST
Save energy, save money, be prepared for the future.

Summer is in full swing! That means hot temps and school is just around the
corner. Join CenterPoint Energy, Sierra Club, CEER (Coalition for Environment, Equity
and Resilience), community partners and local leaders for a Back-to-School Energy
Savings Bash. 

Enjoy free back-to-school supplies, food and refreshments, giveaways, and resources to
help save money while making your home use less energy. Whether you're a
homeowner or renter, you'll learn about programs and incentives that can help make
your home or apartment more energy efficient, resilient, and affordable. 

Special Sponsors: The Honorable Texas State Senators Molly Cook, Carol Alvarado;
The Honorable Texas State Representatives Christina Morales, Charlene Ward
Johnson, Ana Hernandez, Armando Walle, Senfronia Thompson, Ann Johnson,
Representative Penny Morales Shaw

August 12, 2026 Wellness Walks with Urban Paths
Buffalo Bayou Park
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Free to attend
Registration
appreciated: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/194923/?full-items
=yes&flow=314840
Join a Wellness Walk led by Laura Conely, founder of Urban Paths. All are invited to
walk the trails and pathways of Buffalo Bayou Park while discussing topics including
mental and physical health as well as the benefits of being exposed to nature.
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August 12, 2026 Aquatic Nursery Work Days
Galveston Bay Foundation 
1725 Highway 146
Kemah, TX 77565
08:00 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Starla Lawhon -Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Get dirty helping grow the Bay!

The Gessner Center is Galveston Bay Foundation’s new visitor hub in Kemah, TX. It will
be home to our aquatic nursery program—where we grow and prepare wetland plants
that are critical to restoring habitat, improving water quality, and supporting the
long-term health of Galveston Bay.

As an Aquatic Nursery Volunteer, you will assist GBF staff with hands-on plant care.

Depending on the needs of the nursery, may help with watering, weeding, trimming,
shifting plants, repotting wetland plants, and removing algae buildup from nursery
ponds.

Some workdays may also include planting in our wetland pools and will be
communicated in advance.

If you would like to help rotate or retrieve plants from the aquatic pools, you are
encouraged to bring tall rubber boots.

Expect to get dirty and muddy!

Signup on our volunteer
portal: https://volunteer.galvbay.org/need/detail/?need_id=1194479

By caring for nursery plants that will be used in restoration, you directly support healthier
wetlands and a healthier Galveston Bay.

No experience is necessary. Staff will show you everythingyou need to know. Be
prepared to walk across uneven terrain. Restrooms will be available onsite.
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August 14, 2026 Summer Species - Bat Chats
Waugh Drive Bat Bridge
07:30 PM - 08:30 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership at Waugh Drive Bridge for a Bat Chat with the Houston
Area Bat Team and see the bat colony up close!
 
Did you know? These population of Mexican Free-tailed Bats at the Waugh Bridge can
reach a peak of approximately 300,000 in the summer months! Around sunset, the
colony leaves the crevices beneath the bridge and create a whirlwind-like formation as
they emerge. Join the Houston Area Bat Team to learn and discover as they share fun,
educational facts and insights about these miniature, flying mammals!
Invite your family and friends, bring a picnic blanket, wear your bug spray, and admire
this unique phenomena.
 
Bat Chats are held every Friday evening from May to August as part of our Summer
Species series, starting 30 minutes before sunset

Free to attend
More info: https://buffalobayou.org/summer-species-bats/
 

August 15, 2026 Summer Species - Bikes & Bats
Buffalo Bayou Park
07:15 PM - 09:00 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership and bring your bike for an evening ride along Buffalo
Bayou with BikeHouston to the Waugh Bridge Bat Colony, where you’ll witness an
unforgettable sight—more than 250,000 Mexican free-tailed bats emerging at sunset.
Every third Saturday between May through August: May 16, June 20, July 18, and
August 15. Spots are limited. Reservations required.

Price: $10 (discount available)
Registration: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/724660/?full-item
s=yes&flow=314839
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August 15, 2026 2026 Neighborhood Resilience Network - Pollinator Gardens
Third Ward Multi-Service Center
3611 Ennis St
Houston, TX 77004
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM CST
Andrea Barrera, 713-529-6443
steward@bayoupreservation.org
Create a space that gives back—turn your yard into a sanctuary for pollinators and
support a healthier ecosystem across Houston.

Join Bayou Preservation Association’s Neighborhood Resilience Network Series with
our Pollinator Gardens Workshop—part of a three-part series designed to provide
Houstonians with practical tools for creating more sustainable homes and resilient
communities.

Led by Master Gardener Robin Kendrick Yates, this hands-on workshop will examine
the vital role pollinators play in our ecosystems and how to design a garden that
supports them. Learn how native plants, thoughtful design, and simple practices can
attract bees, butterflies, and other beneficial species while improving the health of our
bayous.

Participants will gain hands-on experience building a bee/pollinator hotel and leave with
practical tips to start their own pollinator-friendly garden at home.

This is the final workshop in our three-part free Saturday series (June–August), each
exploring a different aspect of holistic water sustainability. All events are open to the
public and include engaging activities and take-home resources (while supplies last).

August 15, 2026 Purple Martin Watch Parties
Not yet determined 
07:00 PM - 09:00 PM CST
Channing Mena, 713-932-1639 ext 102
cmena@houstonaudubon.org
Graceful in flight, the Purple Martin, the largest of North America’s swallows, is one of
Houston’s most popular birds. In late summer, after leaving the nesting colony with
fledglings in tow, Purple Martins gather daily in large flocks to feed, socialize, and roost
before migrating.  

The Houston metro area is lucky to have Purple Martin roosts, with some areas
witnessing up to 500,000 birds. From July to September, Houston's Purple Martins
spend most of the day feeding on flying insects to build energy for their long journey
across the Gulf of Mexico. At dusk, large flocks cover the sky in a dark cloud as they fly
into the trees to roost, this spectacle lasting about 45 minutes.  
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August 19, 2026 Wellness Walks with Urban Paths
Buffalo Bayou Park
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Free to attend
Registration
appreciated: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/194923/?full-items
=yes&flow=314840
Join a Wellness Walk led by Laura Conely, founder of Urban Paths. All are invited to
walk the trails and pathways of Buffalo Bayou Park while discussing topics including
mental and physical health as well as the benefits of being exposed to nature.
 
 

August 19, 2026 Coastal Care Wednesdays
Galveston Bay Foundation 
1725 Highway 146
Kemah, TX 77565
08:00 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Starla Lawhon -Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Make Wednesdays count for the coast
Join a growing community of volunteers who are restoring and caring for Galveston
Bay’s habitats. Work alongside staff and fellow volunteers at our Gessner Center and
see the impact of your efforts week by week.

This is a hands-on stewardship role where you will build practical skills, spend time
outdoors, and be part of a team making visible progress each week.

As a Coastal Care Volunteer, you will:

	Plant native species, remove overgrowth, and maintain habitat areas
	Use hand tools and assist with safe, organized fieldwork
	Help prepare and move tools, plants, and materials
	Learn directly from staff about coastal ecosystems and restoration

No experience needed. We provide all training, tools, and guidance. Just show up ready
to help!

Restrooms and wifi available onsite. All tools and supplies provided. Minors (16+)
welcome with a registered adult chaperone.

This role involves outdoor work in sun, mud, and uneven terrain. Review heat safety
guidelines here.
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August 21, 2026 Summer Species - Bat Chats
Waugh Drive Bat Bridge
07:30 PM - 08:30 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership at Waugh Drive Bridge for a Bat Chat with the Houston
Area Bat Team and see the bat colony up close!
 
Did you know? These population of Mexican Free-tailed Bats at the Waugh Bridge can
reach a peak of approximately 300,000 in the summer months! Around sunset, the
colony leaves the crevices beneath the bridge and create a whirlwind-like formation as
they emerge. Join the Houston Area Bat Team to learn and discover as they share fun,
educational facts and insights about these miniature, flying mammals!
Invite your family and friends, bring a picnic blanket, wear your bug spray, and admire
this unique phenomena.
 
Bat Chats are held every Friday evening from May to August as part of our Summer
Species series, starting 30 minutes before sunset

Free to attend
More info: https://buffalobayou.org/summer-species-bats/
 

August 22, 2026 Fourth Saturday Phenology Walk @ Houston Arboretum
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
09:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Discover the hidden seasonal rhythms of nature firsthand on our guided Phenology
Walks, where we track the life cycles of different plants across ecosystems, from the
first spring bud burst to winter dormancy. You’ll learn how shifting weather patterns and
climate change influence the timing of these important events in our local ecosystems
and how you can become a community scientist, contributing vital data from your own
backyard to a global research initiative.

These relaxing morning walks are led by scientists from Rice University and staff from
the Arboretum. We welcome nature enthusiasts of all ages, however kids 12 years and
younger must be accompanied by a guardian.

Learn more about the study of phenology and ways you can contribute
at https://www.usanpn.org/nn

 

Free, donations appreciated
All ages, minors must be accompanied by an adult

Meet in front of the Nature Center building

 

Page 28/44



August 23, 2026 A Multi-Faith Call for a Just & Prosperous Future for All
02:00 PM - 03:00 PM CST
Calling people of all faith & spiritual traditions to come together to speak for justice. We
will learn about
& take action on economic dignity, healthcare for all, racial justice, peacebuilding,
climate justice, a
clean energy economy, migrant rights and global solidarity for the common good. All our
traditions
emphasize the need to speak and act for justice. Join us to renew your hope, reclaim
your agency, and
reignite your belief in our shared values: feeding the hungry, healing the sick, protecting
the
environment, and treating migrants with dignity. This event is part of the Week of Action
for the
Covenant for Our Future (https://covenantforourfuture.org/). Learn more/register on
www.eventbrite.com at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1992957620893. For more
information, please
contact Lisa Brenskelle at gcs.lrc@gmail.com.

August 24, 2026 Cool Congregations Cohort
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
4 th Monday/month, 7 p.m. central, online
Starts January 26, 2026
Faith communities of all faith/spiritual traditions are invited to join the Cool
Congregations Cohort in
2026. The cohort will meet monthly online throughout the year, and the facilitator will
work with you to
accomplish two goals during the course of the year: (1) develop a plan to reduce your
faith community’s
carbon footprint by 50% by 2030 (in line with goals sent by climate scientists) and (2)
incorporate care
for the earth into all aspects of your faith community’s life. The cohort facilitator, who
has decades of
experience in “greening” of faith communities, will give individualized attention to the 10
faith
communities that participate, helping them to discover ways to both reduce their carbon
footprint and
renew their faith community’s commitment to care for the earth. Participating faith
communities will
also learn from each other’s experiences and support each other throughout the
program. This program
is organized by the Interfaith Environmental Network of Houston, a Houston affiliate of
the Texas
chapter of Interfaith Power &amp; Light, but is open to any faith community that would
like to participate,
and is not restricted to Houston- nor Texas-based faith communities. Please register
your faith
community at www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1975020502489
(only one sign-
up per faith community, please). Contact the facilitator, Lisa Brenskelle, at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com, with any
questions.
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August 26, 2026 Wellness Walks with Urban Paths
Buffalo Bayou Park
06:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Free to attend
Registration
appreciated: https://fareharbor.com/embeds/book/buffalobayou/items/194923/?full-items
=yes&flow=314840
Join a Wellness Walk led by Laura Conely, founder of Urban Paths. All are invited to
walk the trails and pathways of Buffalo Bayou Park while discussing topics including
mental and physical health as well as the benefits of being exposed to nature.
 
 

August 26, 2026 Aquatic Nursery Work Days
Galveston Bay Foundation 
1725 Highway 146
Kemah, TX 77565
08:00 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Starla Lawhon -Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Get dirty helping grow the Bay!

The Gessner Center is Galveston Bay Foundation’s new visitor hub in Kemah, TX. It will
be home to our aquatic nursery program—where we grow and prepare wetland plants
that are critical to restoring habitat, improving water quality, and supporting the
long-term health of Galveston Bay.

As an Aquatic Nursery Volunteer, you will assist GBF staff with hands-on plant care.

Depending on the needs of the nursery, may help with watering, weeding, trimming,
shifting plants, repotting wetland plants, and removing algae buildup from nursery
ponds.

Some workdays may also include planting in our wetland pools and will be
communicated in advance.

If you would like to help rotate or retrieve plants from the aquatic pools, you are
encouraged to bring tall rubber boots.

Expect to get dirty and muddy!

Signup on our volunteer
portal: https://volunteer.galvbay.org/need/detail/?need_id=1194479

By caring for nursery plants that will be used in restoration, you directly support healthier
wetlands and a healthier Galveston Bay.

No experience is necessary. Staff will show you everythingyou need to know. Be
prepared to walk across uneven terrain. Restrooms will be available onsite.
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August 28, 2026 Summer Species - Bat Chats
Waugh Drive Bat Bridge
07:30 PM - 08:30 PM CST
Join Buffalo Bayou Partnership at Waugh Drive Bridge for a Bat Chat with the Houston
Area Bat Team and see the bat colony up close!
 
Did you know? These population of Mexican Free-tailed Bats at the Waugh Bridge can
reach a peak of approximately 300,000 in the summer months! Around sunset, the
colony leaves the crevices beneath the bridge and create a whirlwind-like formation as
they emerge. Join the Houston Area Bat Team to learn and discover as they share fun,
educational facts and insights about these miniature, flying mammals!
Invite your family and friends, bring a picnic blanket, wear your bug spray, and admire
this unique phenomena.
 
Bat Chats are held every Friday evening from May to August as part of our Summer
Species series, starting 30 minutes before sunset

Free to attend
More info: https://buffalobayou.org/summer-species-bats/
 

August 28, 2026 Environmental Educators Exchange Meetup
John Paul Landing Park and Environmental Education Center
09:00 AM - 03:00 PM CST
Alicia Mein-Johnson, 281-446-8588
alicia.mein@pct3.hctx.net
The biannual Houston Environmental Educators Exchange will meet on August 28 at
John Paul Landing Park & Environmental Education Center from 9 – 3 p.m. Always free.
Always fun. Open to all environmental educators.
 

August 28, 2026 TPWD Angler Education Instructors Workshop
John Paul Landing Park & Environmental Education Center
9950 Katy Hockley Road
Cypress, TX 77433
09:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Michael Scherer, 832-202-5221
michael@fishingsfuture.org
This FREE workshop is open to anyone 18 or older interested in learning to teach
fishing skills and aquatic conservation concepts in their classroom, community, or
organization. The program provides the curriculum, equipment (where available),
materials and support to help instructors successfully introduce youth and adults to
fishing. Ideal for teachers, scout or youth group leaders, afterschool or camp staff, or
anyone interested in sharing their love of fishing.TEA approved CPE credit available for
teachers.
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August 30, 2026 Finding Water and Hope
06:00 PM - 07:00 PM CST
Finding hope in adapting to climate change can start by focusing on water. Join Jen
Powis, Managing
Attorney for the Gulf Regional Office of Earthjustice, for a high level overview of how the
law protects or
sometimes sacrifices drinking water for industrial development and how communities
can work
together to protect the elixir of life. The talk will also touch briefly on environmental
justice principles of
community led work with the reference frame around water harkening back to Dr. Martin
Luther King’s
“I Have a Dream Speech.” Dr. King famously invoked the Old Testament scripture Amos
5:24 when he
adapted the verse to declare: & No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied
until justice rolls
down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.& Time for interactive
discussion with the
speaker will be provided. Please register for this talk on www.eventbrite.com at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1992953945901. This virtual event will use the WebEx
platform.
Registrants will receive a separate e-mail with WebEx connection details. All registrants
will get a link to
the recording of this talk. Contact Lisa Brenskelle at gcs.lrc@gmail.com with any
questions.

September 8, 2026 CEC Working Group Meeting
United Way of Greater Houston
50 Waugh Drive
Houston, TX 
05:00 PM - 07:00 PM CST
info@cechouston.org
Join Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) monthly meeting of our 2026 Working
Groups: Built for Resilience and Resource & Data Hub.

These collaborative working groups bring together community members, nonprofits,
government representatives, researchers, students, and sustainability professionals to
help advance practical resilience solutions for Greater Houston.

Through advocacy, education, partnerships, and program development, participants are
working to advance three key regional priorities:

• Nature-based solutions for climate resilience
• Circular economy and resource efficiency initiatives
• Resilient energy and water infrastructure

Whether you are deeply involved in sustainability work or simply interested in
contributing your ideas, expertise, and community perspective, all are welcome.

Light refreshments will be provided.
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September 26, 2026 Fourth Saturday Phenology Walk @ Houston Arboretum
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
09:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Discover the hidden seasonal rhythms of nature firsthand on our guided Phenology
Walks, where we track the life cycles of different plants across ecosystems, from the
first spring bud burst to winter dormancy. You’ll learn how shifting weather patterns and
climate change influence the timing of these important events in our local ecosystems
and how you can become a community scientist, contributing vital data from your own
backyard to a global research initiative.

These relaxing morning walks are led by scientists from Rice University and staff from
the Arboretum. We welcome nature enthusiasts of all ages, however kids 12 years and
younger must be accompanied by a guardian.

Learn more about the study of phenology and ways you can contribute
at https://www.usanpn.org/nn

 

Free, donations appreciated
All ages, minors must be accompanied by an adult

Meet in front of the Nature Center building
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September 28, 2026 Cool Congregations Cohort
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
4 th Monday/month, 7 p.m. central, online
Starts January 26, 2026
Faith communities of all faith/spiritual traditions are invited to join the Cool
Congregations Cohort in
2026. The cohort will meet monthly online throughout the year, and the facilitator will
work with you to
accomplish two goals during the course of the year: (1) develop a plan to reduce your
faith community’s
carbon footprint by 50% by 2030 (in line with goals sent by climate scientists) and (2)
incorporate care
for the earth into all aspects of your faith community’s life. The cohort facilitator, who
has decades of
experience in “greening” of faith communities, will give individualized attention to the 10
faith
communities that participate, helping them to discover ways to both reduce their carbon
footprint and
renew their faith community’s commitment to care for the earth. Participating faith
communities will
also learn from each other’s experiences and support each other throughout the
program. This program
is organized by the Interfaith Environmental Network of Houston, a Houston affiliate of
the Texas
chapter of Interfaith Power &amp; Light, but is open to any faith community that would
like to participate,
and is not restricted to Houston- nor Texas-based faith communities. Please register
your faith
community at www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1975020502489
(only one sign-
up per faith community, please). Contact the facilitator, Lisa Brenskelle, at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com, with any
questions.
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October 2, 2026 CEC Working Group Lunch
United Way of Greater Houston
50 Waugh Drive
Houston, TX 
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
info@cechouston.org
Join Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) monthly meeting of our 2026 Working
Groups: Built for Resilience and Resource & Data Hub.

These collaborative working groups bring together community members, nonprofits,
government representatives, researchers, students, and sustainability professionals to
help advance practical resilience solutions for Greater Houston.

Through advocacy, education, partnerships, and program development, participants are
working to advance three key regional priorities:

• Nature-based solutions for climate resilience
• Circular economy and resource efficiency initiatives
• Resilient energy and water infrastructure

Whether you are deeply involved in sustainability work or simply interested in
contributing your ideas, expertise, and community perspective, all are welcome.

Casual lunch will be provided.
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October 6, 2026 Environmental Book Club
Black Hole Coffee House
4504 Graustark Street
Houston, TX 
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
CEC, 713-524-4232
info@cechouston.org

They Poisoned the World: Life and Death in the Age of Forever Chemicals by Mariah
Blake
 

Join the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) Environmental Book Club for an
engaging evening of conversation, learning, and community connection.

Our bi-monthly book club brings together environmentally minded Houstonians to
discuss books exploring sustainability, climate change, environmental justice, public
health, conservation, and the relationship between people and the planet. Whether you
work in the environmental field or are simply curious and passionate about these topics,
all are welcome.

This is a community-oriented discussion designed to encourage thoughtful dialogue,
new perspectives, and meaningful connections across Houston’s environmental
community.

Free to join. Participants are encouraged to support the hosting venue by purchasing a
drink or snack.

Interested in joining our next meeting?

Simply send us an email at info@cechouston.org to sign up. You’ll receive updates
about meeting locations, discussions, and upcoming books. We look forward to having
you!

October 18, 2026 2026 KBR Kids Day
Buffalo Bayou Park
11:00 AM - 03:00 PM CST
KBR Kids Day is a free annual event for the entire community. Thousands of children
and their families will gather at The Water Works in Buffalo Bayou Park to experience a
full day of fun with exciting activities for all ages. More information to come!
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October 21, 2026 Coastal Care Wednesdays
Galveston Bay Foundation 
1725 Highway 146
Kemah, TX 77565
08:00 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Starla Lawhon -Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Make Wednesdays count for the coast
Join a growing community of volunteers who are restoring and caring for Galveston
Bay’s habitats. Work alongside staff and fellow volunteers at our Gessner Center and
see the impact of your efforts week by week.

This is a hands-on stewardship role where you will build practical skills, spend time
outdoors, and be part of a team making visible progress each week.

As a Coastal Care Volunteer, you will:

	Plant native species, remove overgrowth, and maintain habitat areas
	Use hand tools and assist with safe, organized fieldwork
	Help prepare and move tools, plants, and materials
	Learn directly from staff about coastal ecosystems and restoration

No experience needed. We provide all training, tools, and guidance. Just show up ready
to help!

Restrooms and wifi available onsite. All tools and supplies provided. Minors (16+)
welcome with a registered adult chaperone.

This role involves outdoor work in sun, mud, and uneven terrain. Review heat safety
guidelines here.

October 23, 2026
  - October 24, 2026

Greater Houston Environmental Summit
United Way of Greater Houston
50 Waugh Drive
Houston, TX 
09:00 AM - 03:00 PM CST
info@cechouston.org
2026 theme: Fostering Resilience in Community

Register to sponsor or exhibit today.

More information coming soon!
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October 24, 2026 Fourth Saturday Phenology Walk @ Houston Arboretum
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
09:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Discover the hidden seasonal rhythms of nature firsthand on our guided Phenology
Walks, where we track the life cycles of different plants across ecosystems, from the
first spring bud burst to winter dormancy. You’ll learn how shifting weather patterns and
climate change influence the timing of these important events in our local ecosystems
and how you can become a community scientist, contributing vital data from your own
backyard to a global research initiative.

These relaxing morning walks are led by scientists from Rice University and staff from
the Arboretum. We welcome nature enthusiasts of all ages, however kids 12 years and
younger must be accompanied by a guardian.

Learn more about the study of phenology and ways you can contribute
at https://www.usanpn.org/nn

 

Free, donations appreciated
All ages, minors must be accompanied by an adult

Meet in front of the Nature Center building
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October 26, 2026 Cool Congregations Cohort
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
4 th Monday/month, 7 p.m. central, online
Starts January 26, 2026
Faith communities of all faith/spiritual traditions are invited to join the Cool
Congregations Cohort in
2026. The cohort will meet monthly online throughout the year, and the facilitator will
work with you to
accomplish two goals during the course of the year: (1) develop a plan to reduce your
faith community’s
carbon footprint by 50% by 2030 (in line with goals sent by climate scientists) and (2)
incorporate care
for the earth into all aspects of your faith community’s life. The cohort facilitator, who
has decades of
experience in “greening” of faith communities, will give individualized attention to the 10
faith
communities that participate, helping them to discover ways to both reduce their carbon
footprint and
renew their faith community’s commitment to care for the earth. Participating faith
communities will
also learn from each other’s experiences and support each other throughout the
program. This program
is organized by the Interfaith Environmental Network of Houston, a Houston affiliate of
the Texas
chapter of Interfaith Power &amp; Light, but is open to any faith community that would
like to participate,
and is not restricted to Houston- nor Texas-based faith communities. Please register
your faith
community at www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1975020502489
(only one sign-
up per faith community, please). Contact the facilitator, Lisa Brenskelle, at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com, with any
questions.
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November 7, 2026 Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance GALA 2026: Legends of the Past -Water for the Future 
Historic Victoria?s Black Swan Inn
1006 Holbrook Rd. 
San Antonio, TX 78218
05:00 PM - 09:00 PM CST
Todd Fichter, 210-326-3474
todd@aquiferalliance.org
GEAA GALA 2026: Legends of the Past -Water for the Future 

Celebrate water and ghostly San Antonio legends 
on the banks of the Salado.

Join us for a spirited night of remembrance and revelry—protecting the waters that
sustain life in South Central Texas.

 

Saturday, November 7th, 2026   • 5:00-9:00 pm

Historic Victoria’s Black Swan Inn

1006 Holbrook Rd. | San Antonio, TX 78218

Nestled along the banks of Salado Creek, Victoria’s Black Swan Inn is one of San
Antonio’s most storied and intriguing historic sites. Built in 1867 atop the grounds of the
decisive Battle of Salado, the property has witnessed centuries of history — from Native
American encampments to pivotal moments in Texas’ early days. Today, its elegant
Greek Revival home overlooks the same flowing creek that has sustained life in this
region for generations, creating a setting as meaningful as it is memorable. Steeped in
folklore and touched by mystery, it provides the perfect backdrop for an evening
celebrating history, culture, and the enduring importance of protecting our water.

	Food: Enjoy a catered array of menu items
	Attire: Cocktail with optional vintage or “ghostly” accents welcome. (Note: shoes to
accommodate
	seating on the lawn are recommended.)
	Entertainment: Guests will enjoy an evening of entertainment beneath the stars,
featuring music for
	dancing and optional guided tours of the historic Victoria’s Black Swan Inn. Led by The
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Curious Twins,
	a local family-owned historic tour company, these tours will explore the property’s rich
history,
	folklore, and paranormal legends, offering a fascinating glimpse into one of San
Antonio’s most
	intriguing historic sites.
	Silent Auction: Just in time for the holidays, we’ll have a unique selection of items for
gift giving you
	won’t want to miss!
	Featured Guest: State Representative Josey Garcia, Texas House District 124

November 23, 2026 Cool Congregations Cohort
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
4 th Monday/month, 7 p.m. central, online
Starts January 26, 2026
Faith communities of all faith/spiritual traditions are invited to join the Cool
Congregations Cohort in
2026. The cohort will meet monthly online throughout the year, and the facilitator will
work with you to
accomplish two goals during the course of the year: (1) develop a plan to reduce your
faith community’s
carbon footprint by 50% by 2030 (in line with goals sent by climate scientists) and (2)
incorporate care
for the earth into all aspects of your faith community’s life. The cohort facilitator, who
has decades of
experience in “greening” of faith communities, will give individualized attention to the 10
faith
communities that participate, helping them to discover ways to both reduce their carbon
footprint and
renew their faith community’s commitment to care for the earth. Participating faith
communities will
also learn from each other’s experiences and support each other throughout the
program. This program
is organized by the Interfaith Environmental Network of Houston, a Houston affiliate of
the Texas
chapter of Interfaith Power &amp; Light, but is open to any faith community that would
like to participate,
and is not restricted to Houston- nor Texas-based faith communities. Please register
your faith
community at www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1975020502489
(only one sign-
up per faith community, please). Contact the facilitator, Lisa Brenskelle, at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com, with any
questions.
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December 1, 2026 Environmental Book Club
Black Hole Coffee House
4504 Graustark Street
Houston, TX 
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
CEC, 713-524-4232
info@cechouston.org

Light Eaters: How the Unseen World of Plant Intelligence Offers a New Understanding
of Life on Earth by Zoë Schlanger
 

Join the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition (CEC) Environmental Book Club for an
engaging evening of conversation, learning, and community connection.

Our bi-monthly book club brings together environmentally minded Houstonians to
discuss books exploring sustainability, climate change, environmental justice, public
health, conservation, and the relationship between people and the planet. Whether you
work in the environmental field or are simply curious and passionate about these topics,
all are welcome.

This is a community-oriented discussion designed to encourage thoughtful dialogue,
new perspectives, and meaningful connections across Houston’s environmental
community.

Free to join. Participants are encouraged to support the hosting venue by purchasing a
drink or snack.

Interested in joining our next meeting?

Simply send us an email at info@cechouston.org to sign up. You’ll receive updates
about meeting locations, discussions, and upcoming books. We look forward to having
you!
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December 16, 2026 Coastal Care Wednesdays
Galveston Bay Foundation 
1725 Highway 146
Kemah, TX 77565
08:00 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Starla Lawhon -Dyer, 832-536-2255
Slawhon-dyer@galvbay.org
Make Wednesdays count for the coast
Join a growing community of volunteers who are restoring and caring for Galveston
Bay’s habitats. Work alongside staff and fellow volunteers at our Gessner Center and
see the impact of your efforts week by week.

This is a hands-on stewardship role where you will build practical skills, spend time
outdoors, and be part of a team making visible progress each week.

As a Coastal Care Volunteer, you will:

	Plant native species, remove overgrowth, and maintain habitat areas
	Use hand tools and assist with safe, organized fieldwork
	Help prepare and move tools, plants, and materials
	Learn directly from staff about coastal ecosystems and restoration

No experience needed. We provide all training, tools, and guidance. Just show up ready
to help!

Restrooms and wifi available onsite. All tools and supplies provided. Minors (16+)
welcome with a registered adult chaperone.

This role involves outdoor work in sun, mud, and uneven terrain. Review heat safety
guidelines here.
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December 28, 2026 Cool Congregations Cohort
07:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
4 th Monday/month, 7 p.m. central, online
Starts January 26, 2026
Faith communities of all faith/spiritual traditions are invited to join the Cool
Congregations Cohort in
2026. The cohort will meet monthly online throughout the year, and the facilitator will
work with you to
accomplish two goals during the course of the year: (1) develop a plan to reduce your
faith community’s
carbon footprint by 50% by 2030 (in line with goals sent by climate scientists) and (2)
incorporate care
for the earth into all aspects of your faith community’s life. The cohort facilitator, who
has decades of
experience in “greening” of faith communities, will give individualized attention to the 10
faith
communities that participate, helping them to discover ways to both reduce their carbon
footprint and
renew their faith community’s commitment to care for the earth. Participating faith
communities will
also learn from each other’s experiences and support each other throughout the
program. This program
is organized by the Interfaith Environmental Network of Houston, a Houston affiliate of
the Texas
chapter of Interfaith Power &amp; Light, but is open to any faith community that would
like to participate,
and is not restricted to Houston- nor Texas-based faith communities. Please register
your faith
community at www.eventbrite.com at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1975020502489
(only one sign-
up per faith community, please). Contact the facilitator, Lisa Brenskelle, at
gcs.lrc@gmail.com, with any
questions.
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